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Membertou company lands tar ponds contract

By Exax Porrie
CAPE BRETOM POST

MEMBERTOLU — Twi MNiws Saalin
companies will divert water from
the Swdney tar ponds and coke
ovens sites as part of an ongoi
SA00-million remediation project.

Nova Scolia Justice Minister
Cecll Clarke and Minister  of
National Defence and Minister for
the Atlantic  Gatew ay  Peter
Mackay innounced Satunday that
a SA7.0emillion contrct has been
awarded to First Nations contrac
tor  MB2 amd
Construction Lid, of Membertou in
partnership with Beaver Marine
Lud, of Halifix, Beaver Morines
miain construction yard is located
in Point Tupper,

“The Mi'kmag people are a
huge part of oar community
throughout the provinee and cer
I:.'ljnh. in Cape Breton,”
Mackay, "Thwving them as mgjor
participsints inwork. | believe, isan
important part of the spirit of this
cleanup. They felt the bane of this

Excavating

said

particular sore spol more than
mwone,

Mackay said the project is
expected to create 29 new jobs and
sustain 50 others,

The two partners are expected
to begin building a system o redi
rect wuler from two brooks in late

h.lirlisler of National Defence and Mlm'sl,e-r for the Atlantic Gatew

ay Pet_er MacKay, I'un_1.|e'fl,, speaks with Membertou Chief

Terry Paul and Nova Scotia Justice Minister Cecil Clarke at the announcement of a $37.6-million construction contract to
divert water from the Sydney tar ponds and coke ovens sites. Nova Scotia companies Beaver Marine Ltd, of Halifax and
ME2 Excavating and Construction Ltd. of Membertou are expected to start building the system that will redirect two

brooks. Erin Pottie - Cape Breton Post

spring and finish in Seplember
2012,

The project will be constructed
in three phases First a pumping
station will be built hetween the
Prince Street and Ferry Street
bridse. The second station will be

built between Ferry Street bridge
and the narrows of the north tar
poned. A third station will be buil
between the narmows and Battery
Point Barrier, al the mouth of
Sydney harbour:

Steel-panel walls will block the

tide amnd manage other woler
stinees, Acconding to engineers in
the event of a heavy storm, surplus
water will deain into the tar LR E
This system will handle ineom
ing water until a new channel is
built in the remediated tar ponds.

Membertou Chiel Terry Paul
subd hoving the water diversion
mwarded 1o o locally owned com-
pany is great news for the people of
Cape Breton. The contract is con-
sidlered the most significant awand-
il todate and comes in addition to
S 19 million in alsorig

il set-asides.

“The feeling is just great. I0s just,
its almaost ke getting married or
having a birth, this is how huge this
contract is for a ot of people in
Cape Breton, suwid Paul, "I's creat-
ing work and helping people who
have the trades stay here in Cape
Breton?

Robin  Googoo, president of
ME2 Construction Lid., said the
company will help construct the
pumps for the project. MB2 had
..I.Ih'ill.i:l. I'H'IF'IE'I.’ in the solidification
ol the agency's cooling pond proj
el The aborigingl business cur
rently emphoys 12 stall and will hire
maore people if nevdied.

"Tts actually 12 times bigger
thun before” Googoo said of the
new contracl.

Syilney Tar Ponds Agency presi-
dent kevin MocDonald said the
two companies will be working
with project experts Lo determing
hosw iy coury ol the work, He also
said the project. despite some
recent concerns is on bdget.
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