Cape Breton First Nations take part in Winnipeg
community economic development conference

Caps Breton Posl, June 5, 2000
MEMBERTOU — Stall frinn the
Unama'ki  Economic  Benefits
(Mlice in Membertou wene nmong
the presenters this week af Cana-
di's premier community econom-
ic development conference ut the
University of Winnipeg.

A joint undertoking of Cape
Bretons five First Natbons commu-
mities, the economic benefits
office has  distinguished  itself
nationally through the implemen-
tation of a range of nitiolives
aimed at  economic  diversity,
emplovment
development.

The Capwe Breton office is over
seeing the implementation of o
protocel agreement with Canada
ol Nova Sootia for First Nations
participetion in the S00-million
cleanup of the Svdney tar pomls
arl coke ovens

v well, the office is |'\|,'\|'||:1l:~.i!r|1-
for a 54 million Aboriginal Skills
and Emplovment Progrm, In just
P vemrs, the office has undertak-
en a number of important com
munication initatives, held devel-
apment '|.1.'||I|'-i'\h|r|'|'\. established
outreach services, and led enter-
prise development in each of the
First Nations,

The Winnipeg conference is
the fifth of its kind organized by
the Canadian Community

and  enterprise

this week for a conference on economic development. From left, Bianca Mathieu,
co-ordinator, Canadian Community Economic Development Network, Tracy
Menge, member Unama'ki Economic Benefits Steering Committee, and Owen
Fitzgerald, executive director, Unama'ki Economic Benefits Office.
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Economic Development Network.

Owen  Fitegerald, executive
director of the Cape Breton office,
was joined by Troey Menge, busi-
ness  development  officer,
Eskasoni First Nations, in making
the presentation o the confer
ence,

The pair also met with the head
of the Aboriginal Chamber of
Commerce to explore the possibil
ity of estahlish-
ing a Unamu'ki
or  Mi'kmog
Chamber ol

Commerce in Nova Scotia. InJuly,
the islnnd office will host a group
of First Nations communities rom
the Xorthwest Termtories.

"We're enjoving considerable
staccess ona number of important
developmental fronts. Aboriginal
Inmsinesses are growing, employ-
ment 15 up and @ new respect s
building for the First Nations
labour force,” said Fitegerald,



